Whatcom County Primary Elections
Turnout and Voting at Home
1981 - 2025
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The Whatcom County Home Rule Charter was approved at the 1978 general election,
and seven council districts were created. A special primary election was held on February
6, 1979, and a special general election on March 25, 1979. The at-large and position A
for districts 1, 2 and 3 first appeared on the 1981 primary and general election ballot.
Those positions also appeared on the ballot for the years 1985, 1989, 1993, 1997, 2001,
2005, 2009, 2013. In 2015, voters increased the number of districts from three to five
and from one to two at—large positions. Starting in 2017, at—large—position A, Distict 1, 2
and 3 first appeared on the ballot.

Primary Registered Ballots Turnout Voting

Election Voters' Cast Percent at Home
1981 o, 53,714.............. 8,900.....uuuun..... 16.6%................ 5.8%
1985 i, 61,356.............. 8,762 eeeeiiunnnn. 14.3%...ccccuuu...... 8.2%
1989 v, 60,085............ 13,893 ..ccciiinnnene. 22.0%.............. 16.3%
1993 e, 77,568............ 24,820 ..ccccccunnn. 32.0%.............. 21.3%
1997 e, 84,081....uuunnn. 20,523 ..cccvvivnnee. 24.2%..cccccunn. 63.9%
2001 ceiiiiiiieiiieeein, 98,396............ 26,734 ..o 27.2%..ccuunnnnn. 75.8%
210101 S 74,075 .......... 25216 34.0%....c.cocun... 100%
2009 i 116,410............ 31,980...cccuueunnne. 27.5%....ccoeeen. 100%
2013 e, 65,325 .o 14,325 oo, 21.7%.coeveeeenn. 100%
P10} /A 105,045 .......... 32,681 .. 31.1%.cecevennn. 100%
2021 e, 158,826............ 54,234 .....uueuu... 34.2%.ucceieeeennn. 100%
2025 e, 138,607° .......... 43,625 i 31.5%.uceeeiiinnnnnn. 100%
1V L= T o 26.3%

'Registered voters in precincts that had races on the primary ballot.
*Total number of registered voters on election day was 101,745.
*Total number of registered voters on election day was 126,379.
“Total number of registered voters on election day was 137,740.
“Total number of registered voters on election day was 168,682

Return Envelopes Challenged

Below are the reasons ballots were rejected and the number of rejections for the last
five primary elections. The most common reason for rejection, by far, was an envelope
with a late postmark. The below statistics are from the Canvassing Board Reconcili-
ation Report.
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State/Local Election Statistics

Washington State Whatcom County

Primary
Total Registered (No 138,607
Ballots Cast Statewide 43,625
Turnout Primary)* 31.48%

*The state of Washington has 39 counties, two counties Columbia and Gar-

field did not have a primary election. The turnout rate was 28.59 percent.

Ballots Returned

The Whatcom County auditor’s office mailed 138,607 ballots to registered
voters: 1,218 were undeliverable. There were 28,587 or 64.61 percent
of the ballots returned before election day. Last year, 51.90 percent of
the primary ballots were returned before election day. There were 620
invalidated ballots or 1.42 percent of the total counted.
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Primary Election Returned
June 20...coeieeiieeiinne. (Friday: Military/Overseas Ballots Mailed)
July 16....cceenee. (Wednesday: Whatcom County Ballots Mailed)
) 111120 [ —————. (Wednesday): o 72 ceeieeieaanns 0.16%
11120 & S ———— (EEIAAY osnsonmnessessossmnssnmmnsnseres 3 e 0.01%
July 21, (Monday) .....cceoevviinnnnnnnne 1,667 e, 3.77%
July 22, (Tuesday) ..covevveveviiiiinns 1187 oo 2.68%
July 23, (Wednesday) .......cccovuvvvenennne 2,856 ..ccueen.. 6.45%
July 24..ccvcsivssemmiurins (Thuisdaylcusmsssisesvensasnios Y5 o Y J— 6.68%
July 25, 625 770 b1 O ——— 2,948 .ooeianne 6.66%
July 28, (Monday) .....cccovvvvvvvininnnee 3,639 ceeeiennn. 8.22%
July 29, (Tuesday) ..cocvvveviiniiiinnns 1,684 ............... 3.81%
July 30:..cocosceniness [Wednesday ) v 1,214 oo 2.74%
July 31 Q151177 g T S—— 2,584 i 5.84%
August 1...coviiinnne, (Friday) ....cooovvvvviiiiins 2,498 ..o 5.65%
August 4.....cooeevnnnee. (Monday) .....ccovvveverenennnee 5,278 cveervennnn 11.93%
ANGUSED cscomssnnisssninss (Tuesday: Election Day) .... 7,048............. 15.93%
August 6............... (Wednesday) ......cooeeevveueinuenne 6,904 ............. 15.60%
August 7 ..c.oeveevennnns (Thursday) .....cocevveeininnnnne 1,178 e 2.66%
August 8.....ccoevvviinnnn (Friday) .ccoovveiiiiiicne 315 e, 0.71%
August 11...ccoeeunnee. (Monday) .....ccccoeeveieiniennnnns 120 i, 0.27%
FoUIT 1T o b J— CLuesdan)i essussimsseesssens snenioms 57 e 0.13%
August 13............. (Wednesday) .......ccceveerrueninrcnnnne. G 0.01%
August 14................ (Thursday) ....ccoovveeiviniiiiicnne ) TR 0.05%
August 15 (Friday) .cocovvviiiiiiiiiciis b JO 0.01%
JUSUSE 23 ceanmimsecninins (Nlonday ) sumssssssisnmonssnns | ) A 0.02%
1 Cc 1 - Y 44,245*

*This is the total number of ballots returned.

Empty envelopes s 4o, Gureveeeraen 7 ciinesaeasonia O e 5
ID required .....ccccoeuivviiiiiiiiiiien, 2 e 2eeereennns [0 I (I 1
Late postmark/deposit................. 484 ........... 436.......... 388 ... 434 .......... 398
No SIgNatIFe. . vvueusinesnssamsmessis 55 ieereennn 37 e 40 o 59 e 104
No signature match.........cceeeeeee. 75 eveenienn 201.cceene. 212 ... 283 e 147
Envelopes Rejected ........cuuu.... 620....cueeee 682 ........ 647 .euueee.. 785uccceenes 655
Undeliverable ......oceevevevuneenenn.. 1,218........ 1,690....... 2,007 ....... 1,968 ....... 1,957
Total Rejected ....cuuevneenennncnnens 1,838........ 2,372 ..... 2,654...... 2,753 c0000es 2,612
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