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Whatcom Land Trust and Community Partners Protect Land

éy Lorraine Wilde

While celebrating its 40th Anniversary
conserving land in Whatcom County,
Whatcom Land Trust (the Trust) partnered
this past October with Whatcom
Transportation Authority (WTA) to
protect 51 additional acres at Kelsey
Nature Reserve along Lake Terrell.

These forested and open wetlands, that
include a section of salmon-bearing Butler
Creek, providc critical habitat fora variety
of wildlife. The new land acquisition
connects the Washington Department of
Fish and Wildlife’s Lake Terrell Wildlife
Management area with an existing Trust
property, the Ruth Kelsey Nature Reserve
(Kelsey), in Ferndale.

This land was strategically chosen to
grow a fish and wildlife corridor that
connects the 1,200 protected acres of
Lake Terrell with now a total of 71 acres of
open and forested wetlands that surround
a section of Butler Creek known to be
used as spawning grounds by the Federally

Threatened coho salmon.

Lorraine Wilde, owner of the public relations
company Wilde World Communications,
has lived in Whatcom County for more
than 30 years. She has published more than
hundreds of articles and b[ogs. Lorraine
earned her M.S. in Environmental Science
from Western Washington University and
cares deeply about this place she calls home.

“The properties were close to being
connected. But now they’re officially
connected as one big, continuous wildlife
corridor,” explains Trust Conservation
Director and Interim Executive Director
Alex Jeffers.

Together, this partnership results in
more environmental benefit than either
could have achieved individually —
including further offsetting some of
WTA’s bus transit carbon emissions.

Partnerships Achieve

Multiple Goals

This land purchase was just one small part of
WTA’ long-term decarbonization strategy.
“A major task for us is transitioning the
bus fleet to all zero-emission technology,
like electricity or hydrogen, by 2040,
explains WTA’s General Manager Les
Reardanz. “We are actively pursuing zero
emissions, but that transition will take a
while because it's a community effort. So
we're looking for really innovative ways
to help us all reach that goal of decreasing
our carbon footprint in ways that benefit
us here locally right now.”

For example, while WTA is transitioning
toward fully electric buses gradually, they
still have many hybrid buses that will
be in use for years while not being zero
emission. “If we use renewable fuel in
our hybrid buses, that makes them have
the equivalent carbon footprint of an
electric bus. But the way the electrical grid
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Fifty-one additional acres at Kelsey Nature Reserve along Lake Terrell have been protected.
This map shows the location of Lake Terrell in Ferndale.

is set up right now, Puget Sound Energy
isn’t able to offer all renewable fuel from
renewable sources yet. So some of the
electricity going into our hybrid buses
still comes from things like coal and other
non-renewables. We can only move as
fast as we can together. So, instead of just

waiting, we're innovating.”
Because trees sequester carbon, that
innovation meant investing in trees,

and therefore, land. “WTA was looking

for conservation projects they could

Continued on page 7

A Comprehensive and Detailed History of Lake Whatcom

Reviewed by April Markiewicz

H. Leon Greene has succeeded in provid-
ing a very comprehensive and detailed
history of the activities that took place in
and around Lake Whatcom over the last
170-plus years. The book, “Lake What-
com: A History,” is only 205 pages long,

however, Greene has compiled a plethora

April Markiewicz is an environmental
toxicologist and recently retired as the
associate director at the Institute of
Environmental Toxicology at the College
of the Environment at Western Washington
University.

of archival records and data, as well as
used historical maps and photographs
to provide a fascinating portrayal of life
on and around Lake Whatcom since the
mid-1800s.

Much of the early history is focused on
the extensive utilization, i.e., exploita-
tion of the abundant natural resources
in the watershed by early settlers for
coal, timber, and plentiful fresh water for
industrial activities. By the early 1900s,
however, Lake Whatcom was also being
recognized as a vital resource on which
the future survival of the entire commu-
nity was dependent as its primary source
of drinking water. That importance has
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become even more crucial today.

An Overview:

Setting the Stage

The beginning sections of the book
provide an overview of the lake’s geol-
ogy, early Native American presence,
the influx of settlers into the area, and
background on the formation of what
was eventually to become the City of
Bellingham (city).

Special attention is devoted to describ-
ing the efforts of several of the early
settlers who left an indelible mark on
our community. They included Julius
H. Bloedel, Edward EG. Carlyon, John
J. Donovan, Edward Eldridge, brothers
Will, George, and Leslie Jenkins, Peter
Larson, Russell V. Peabody, and Henry
Roeder to name a few.

J.J. Donovan began his career in rail-
roads, coming to Fairhaven in 1888 and
soon branched out into coal mining and
logging. He formed partnerships with
other early settlers of note, including J.H.
Bloedel and P. Larson. Donovan was also
active in many other civic activities and
was renown for his kindness, generosity,
and devortion to the community. He is

credited with promoting the develop-
ment of the New Whatcom Normal
School that eventually became Western
Washington University. He passed away
at the age of 78 and is buried in Bayview
Cemetery.

J.H. Bloedel came to Fairhaven in
1890 and eventually invested in the
Blue Canyon Coal Mining Company.
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